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ABSTRACT

This manual is designed as a technical resource to explain
the accountability system used by the Texas Education Agency (TEA) to
evaluate the performance of public-school districts and campuses. The system
integrates district and campus ratings; district and campus recognition for
high performance and performance improvement; and campus, district, and
state-level reports. The system is based upon student performance,
recognition of diversity, system stability, statutory compliance, appropriate
consequences, local program flexibility, local responsibility, and the
public's right to know. The manual addresses the 1999 rating process,
circumstances, accountability-system components, and other information
relevant to the system. It also provides a preview of the 2000-2003
accountability systems so that schools and districts can be notified of
future indicators and standards. The manual, which is divided into 14
sections, focuses on 1998 campus comparable improvement, special issues and
exceptions, instructions on using the 1999 accountability data tables, the
accountability system reports, system safeguards, local responsibilities,
accountability system facts, and additional information, such as an overview
of the underlying processes of the accountability system and student,
group-identification sources. Appendices include statutory requirements,
commissioner's rules, and Regional Educational Service Centers to call with
questions. Four tables represent accountability-rating standards for 1999,
evaluations of 1999 indicator standards, and other information. (RJM)
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